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Sexual Surveys: M
ethods 

•
Telephone surveys of general population

•
R

andom
 digit dialing - anonym

ous
•

A
dults (18+), hom

e phone num
bers only

•
S

AV
I interview

s conducted in 2001
•

E
xtensive training of team

 - ethics, stresses, debriefing
•

3,120 m
em

bers of the public interview
ed (71%

 response)
•

S
tandard set of questions/’filters’ - focus on behaviour - 

‘w
hat happened’ (not vague term

s)
•

S
upports, including counselling, offered if needed



 
 

SAVI: Focus 
•

G
eneral view

s on violence, sexual violence
•

E
xperiences of inappropriate behaviours 

•
E

xperience as a child (<18) and adult of list of 
inappropriate behaviours
–

non-contact (exposure, m
ade to pose) to contact 

(oral, anal, vaginal penetration)
•

C
ontext: w

ho, w
here, once-of or ongoing

•
D

isclosure: to anyone, to professionals
•

S
ervice needs &

 use: counselling
•

H
elp-seeking w

illingness, if needed in future
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SAVI-2 and SAVI in N
orthern Ireland?

 

•
SAVI-2: Trends over tim

e (a decade later)
-  P

ublic focus on issue m
ore intense 

(but - is true prevalence increasing or decreasing?)
- D

ifferences in child &
 adult patterns?

- N
ew

 patterns of abuse em
erging - internet etc?

- A
ttitudinal changes - ‘rape m

yths’?
- S

ervice use and im
plications for service developm

ent



 
 

SAVI-2 and SAVI in N
orthern Ireland?

 

•
N

orthern Ireland: ‘local is essential’
- S

tatistics from
 elsew

here can alw
ays be discredited

- Is prevalence &
 pattern sim

ilar? D
oes political context m

atter?
- Levels of disclosure, service use?

- Local data essential for planning local services



 
 

FU
R

TH
ER

 IN
FO

R
M

ATIO
N

•
R

eports - sum
m

aries of:
 

- Sexual A
buse and Violence in Ireland 

                      (SAVI))(2002)
- SAVI R

evisited (2005)
- Irish C

ontraception &
 C

risis P
regnancy  

                      (IC
C

P
) study (2004)(2010 ongoing)

- Irish S
urvey of S

exual H
ealth &

 
                      R

elationships (IS
S

H
R

)(2006)

•
Em

ail: hm
cgee@

rcsi.ie


