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LEGACY OF CONFLICT LIVES ON STILL THROUGH SURVIVORS OF TRAUMA
There is an urgent need to improve the support offered to the victims of violence and abuse in the trauma recovery process, a new report has found. These are the findings of the “40 Years On – Connecting Head & Heart” report by Northern Ireland’s Trauma Recovery Network, supported by the EU’s PEACE III Programme.
The review commenced in November to mark the 40th anniversary of the start of political conflict and documents the impact of conflict on local communities. The report published today highlights the ongoing need for the legacy of the troubles to be dealt with as the pain and suffering is still very raw for many people. The report also outlines the developments in trauma recovery work along with the journeys of individuals and organisations over many years as they worked tirelessly to offer support often with few resources.
Commenting on the report’s findings, Paula Beattie, Trauma Recovery Network’s (TRN) Regional Manager, said:

“There is a clear need in Northern Ireland for greater support to the groups working with victims of the conflict to help them through the issues and struggles they face. TRN through this report recommends that a new trauma recovery model is required which recognises that the experience of trauma is a social, political and personal one that requires a specialist and strategic approach to recovery.”

“The traumatic impact of the conflict on many local communities is immeasurable and has been passed down through families over the years. The impact of this form of transgenerational trauma needs to be officially recognised and extensively researched if we are in any way to fully progress on the road to recovery as a society.”
“Our continued involvement with trauma recovery has been both rewarding and at the same time frustrating in relation to a shortage of funding. This has prevented the carrying out of critical evidence based research required to fully understand and address the issues related to trauma recovery.”
“Only through the promotion of a restorative approach to trauma recovery assistance rather than a retributive one will TRN achieve its aims of developing trauma recovery in a sustainable way in a post-conflict Northern Ireland.”
“TRN will now be calling upon policy makers and liaising with funders to discuss the’40 Years On – Connecting Head & Heart’ report and highlight the serious problems trauma still pose to Northern Ireland’s communities,” said Paula Beattie.
The project will continue to run until May 2011 and is supported by PEACE III Programme managed by the Community Relations Council/ Pobal for the Special EU Programmes Body.  
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For further information please contact Ross Williamson or Scott Goldblatt at Inform Communications, Tel: 02890233550 Mob 07734821070 (Ross) or 07703033789 (Scott).

Notes to Editors

· ’40 Years On – Connecting Head & Heart’ Report will be launched on 24th March at Malone House, Belfast 
· The launch will take the form of a seminar programme commencing at 10am until 12.30pm

· The programme will include presentations by key personnel, the launch of the Report by Paula Beattie and Fergus Cumiskey, TRN Chairperson, Q & A session and the future work plan for TRN
· Filming, recording and interview opportunities are available
· TRN’s Paula Beattie is available for interview by arrangement through Inform Communications
SEUPB 

• The Special EU Programmes Body is a North/South Implementation Body sponsored by the Department of Finance and Personnel in Northern Ireland and the Department of Finance in Ireland. It is responsible for managing two EU structural funds Programmes PEACE III and INTERREG IVA designed to enhance cross-border co-operation, promote reconciliation and create a more peaceful and prosperous society. The programmes operate within a clearly defined area including Northern Ireland, the Border Region of Ireland and in the case of INTERREG IVA, Western Scotland. 

• The PEACE III Programme is worth €333 million and is aimed primarily at reinforcing progress towards a peaceful and stable society and promoting reconciliation. It focuses on helping Northern Ireland and the Border Region of Ireland to reconcile communities and contribute towards a shared society. 

• For more information on the SEUPB please visit www.seupb.eu 
